


























ARCHITECTURE 

St. Matthew Church is built in the form of a crucifix, with a semi-circular sanctuary, a style of Christian archi­

tecture which has been popular since the earliest days of the Church. 

All through the Christian era, symbolism has been used conspicuously in church architecture. It is recorded 

that the early Christians used symbols to decorate the catacombs outside the city of Rome. Following this 

precedent, a certain amount of symbolism is used in St. Matthew Church. 

Imported Marble Enhances Altar 

In front of the main altar, which is of imported marbles, is a bas relief of Leonardo da Vinci's "Last Supper." 

On both sides of this are colored marble inserts of the Alpha and Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet, which signify that Jesus is the beginning and end of all things. 

Four mosaic symbols on the face of the gradines at the top and back of the altar represent the four evangelists. 

The winged man symbolizes St. Matthew, typifying the Incarnation. The winged lion is a symbol of St. Mark 

and the Resurrection. The winged ox, St. Luke, is symbolic of patience and strength. The eagle is a symbol 

of St. John and the Ascension. 

Outside and above the main altar, four fluted columns support a canopy of wood richly painted in colors and 

gold leaf. Symbols of the Seven Sacraments, Baptism, Penance, Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, Matrimony, 

Holy Orders, and Extreme Unction, are repeated in squares on the front and sides of the canopy. A carved 

wood crucifix is suspended from the canopy. Surmounting the canopy is a gilded cross. 

Use Symbols on Side Altars 

On the face of the side altars, which are of imported marbles, is an insert panel with colored marble monograms. 

One is the symbol of Mary, the Blessed Virgin; the other is of St. Joseph. At each side of the symbol for 

Mary is an inserted mosaic figure of a rose, symbol of the Nativity. At each side of the symbol for St. Joseph 

is a mosaic lily, representing Easter, purity, and immortality. 

The pulpit, also of imported marble, has carved panels in a grape vine design which signifies the Blood of 

Christ and the Sacrament of Holy Eucharist. 

Railing is of Bronze 

The base and posts of the communion rail are marble. The railing is bronze. In alternate panels, there is a 

monogram of the Chi Rho, the first two letters of the Greek word for Christ. The other panels have a bronze cross. 

The panels in the communion rail gate are a little more elaborate, with grape vine ornament. In one gate is a 



cross and sunburst and the letters I.H.S. which stand for the first three letters of the Greek spelling of Jesus. 

The other gate has a Chalice and grape ornament, symbolic of the Blood of Jesus and the Holy Eucharist. 

The baptistry is set off from the narthex by a wrought iron and bronze screen made in Spain. 

Marble has been used extensively in the interior of the church, for walls, wainscoting, columns, window sills 

and floors. 

A Wicks pipe organ has been installed in the Church. 

Exterior Is Romanesque 

The church, built of granite, marble, stone, and other masonry is in the Romanesque style. 

The exterior is of crab orchard stone in shades of buff, tan, and brown, laid in various thicknesses. The trim is 

of Indiana limestone. Granite is used for all entrance steps and sills. 

Marking the main entrance portico are rose red granite columns from Sweden. 

In the gable of the main facade is a sculptured figure of St. Matthew, the patron saint, in stone. 

The pitched roofs are covered with red shingle tiles. Copper covered domes surmount the two towers at the 

front of the building. 

Church Accommodates 1200 

The church will seat nearly 1200 persons. The full basement is designed to be used for church services, but 

it can be converted into a large parish hall by means of folding doors which close off the sanctuary and 

sacristies. A kitchen in the basement is equipped for serving large groups. 

Rectory Joins Church 

A rectory adjoining the church provides accommodations for the pastor and four assistants. In addition, there 

are five offices, three guest rooms, and quarters for two housekeepers. 










































