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Simon said in reply, “Master, we have worked hard all
night and have caught nothing, but at your command
I will lower the nets.” - Lk 5:5

Excerpts ffom the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. ©LPi

In honor of the Feast of St. Blaise which was on Thursday, February 3,
the blessing of throats will take place this weekend at the 4:30 p.m. Mass on Saturday
and the 10:00 a.m. Mass on Sunday.




Readings for the Week of February 6., 2022

Sunday: Is 6:1-2a, 3-8/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 7-8 [1c]/
1 Cor 15:1-11 or 15:3-8, 11/Lk 5:1-11

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13/Ps 132:6-7, 8-10/Mk 6:53-56

Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30/Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11/
Mk 7:1-13

Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10/Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40/
Mk 7:14-23

Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13/Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40/
Mk 7:24-30

Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19/Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13,
14-15/Mk 7:31-37

Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34/Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20,

21-22/Mk 8:1-10
Next Sunday: Jer 17:5-8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6 [40:5a]/
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20/Lk 6:17, 20-26

Sth Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man,” these
words, uttered by Simon Peter, can be found on any one of our
lips. What real significance do I have in the big picture of
God’s Divine plan? Even though we try our best to hide it, we
all suffer from a lack of faith.

We get tired,
confused, and often
lack any sincere
desire to put any-
thing into our rela-
tionship with God.
It’s easier to simp-
ly reap whatever
benefits the world
has to offer and
call it a day. Float-
ing along on the
superficial currents of life doesn’t require much effort and
seems to get us through the day. Confronting our own infideli-
ty, apathy, weakness of spirit, and doubt in God’s providence,
how can we even remotely be considered a worthy vessel of
God’s presence or credible voice for His message?

This is the irony of faith. God doesn’t seek the perfect
vessels. He likes the broken ones. There is something to be
said about living honestly and sincerely, and wrestling with
sin, imperfection, and weakness rather than skipping through
the peripheries of life with pretention, arrogance, and mendac-
ity. If we believe ourselves to be our own “god” and serve
only ourselves, we close the door to ever being used by the
real and only True God. But, if we at least acknowledge that
there is One greater than ourselves, then even in our deepest
poverty and lowliness, God can enter.

Lessons are best learned from those who suffer. Only
someone who has been lonely and lost can attest to the beauty
of both Divine and human friendship. Only those who have
really lost their way know what happens when they are found.
Only those who are afraid know what it is to be calmed by
God. The Gospel is messy because life is messy. There are no
black and white solutions to problems and challenges that are
hazy and gray. When our hesitancy to encounter God gets re-
placed by friendship with God, we become more aware of our
dignity and the fact that we are loved just as we are. We can-
not be afraid to share our struggles, reservations, fears, and
sinfulness with others. Our genuineness and sincerity will
speak of the God who blesses us in our weakness.

FEBRUARY ~ BLACK HISTORY MONTH

Black History Month is an annual celebration of
achievements by African Americans and a time for rec-
ognizing their central role in U.S. history. Also known as
African American History Month, the event grew out of
"Negro History Week,"” the brainchild of noted historian
Carter 6. Woodson and other prominent African Ameri-
cans. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially
designated the month of February as Black History
Month. Other countries around the world, including Can-
ada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to cel-
ebrating Black history.

Origins of Black History Month ~ The story
of Black History Month begins in 1915, half a century
after the Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in
the United States.

That September, the Harvard-trained historian
Carter 6. Woodson and the prominent minister Jesse E.
Moorland founded the Association for the Study of Ne-
gro Life and History (ASNLH), an organization dedicat-
ed to researching and promoting achievements by Black
Americans and other peoples of African descent.

Black History Month 2022 Theme ~ Since 1976,
every American president has designated February as
Black History Month and endorsed a specific theme.

The Black History Month 2022 theme, "Black Health
and Wellness," explores "the legacy of not only Black
scholars and medical practitioners in Western medicine,
but also other ways of knowing (e.g., birthworkers, dou-
las, midwives, naturopaths, herbalists, etc.) throughout
the African Diaspora. The 2022 theme considers activi-
ties, rituals and initiatives that Black communities have
done to be well."

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE
AFRICAN AMERICAN AND AFRICAN FAMILY
February 6, 2022

God of Mercy and Love, we place our African American
and African Families before You today.
May we be proud of our history and never forget those
who paid a great price for our liberation.
Bless us one by one and keep our hearts and minds
fixed on higher ground.
Help us to live for You and not for ourselves,
and may we cherish and proclaim the gift of life.
Bless our parents, guardians and grandparents,
relatives and friends.
Give us the amazing grace to be the salt of the earth
and the light of the world.

Help us, as Your children, to live in such a way
that the beauty and greatness of authentic love is reflected
in all that we say and do.

Give a healing anointing to those less fortunate,
especially the motherless, the fatherless, the broken,
the sick and the lonely.

Bless our departed family members and friends.
May they be led into the light of Your dwelling place
where we will never grow old, where we will share the fullness
of redemption and shout the victory for all eternity.
This we ask in the Precious Name of Jesus, our Savior
and Blessed Assurance. Amen.

(Fr. Jim Goode, OFM,

Founder of the National Day of Prayer
for the African American and

African Family in 1989.)



St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings

Saturday, February 5, and Sunday,
February 6, 4:30 pm and 10 am Masses,
respectively - Blessing of Throats

Tuesday, February 8, 6 pm - Parish
Council Meeting, Church  Auditorium
(Tentative)

Thursday, February 17, 6:30 pm -
Fundraising Committee Meeting, Church
Auditorium (note date change!)

CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ

We thank you for your generous support of
CSA through St. Matthew Parish. You have truly
supported our efforts to remain a beacon of light and sign of
hope to many in our eastside neighborhood.

If you are interested in helping to Fuel the Mission by
supporting the 2021 CSA, please consider making a gift to-
day. Contact the rectory office for further information or go
to the archdiocesan website at aod.org.

A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asked Simon to start by “going a
short distance.” Later, he asked Simon to “go into deeper wa-
ter.” The first step toward reconciliation is usually a “short
distance” which gives us the courage to go further “into deep-
er water.” Reconciliation starts with the first short step!

Prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes

Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of
Mercy, Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sin-
ners, Comforter of the Afflicted, you
know my wants, my troubles, my suffer-
ings. Look upon me with mercy. When
you appeared in the grotto of Lourdes,
you made it a privileged sanctuary where
you dispense your favors, and where
many sufferers have obtained the cure of
their infirmities, both spiritual and cor-
poral. I come, therefore, with unbounded
confidence to implore your maternal in-
tercession. My loving Mother, obtain my
. request. I will try to imitate your virtues
\ so that I may one day share your compa-
P ny and bless you in eternity. Amen.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
BABY DANIEL JAKUB STARK
NEWLY BAPTIZED IN THE LORD
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 30, 2022

PARENTS ~ GARY AND KRISTEN STARK
GODPARENTS ~ DANIEL CIMINI
AND KAREN BOGLE

Our Lord’s Prayer

Question: Why don’t Catholics add the “For yours is
the Kingdom ...” prayer at the end of the Our Father like
Protestants do? Where did it come from?

Answer: The conclusion of the Lord’s Prayer that you
refer to is called a doxology, which is a prayer of glory and
praise. This particular doxology we do use in the Mass. Af-
ter the Our Father, the priest prays the prayer that begins,
“Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil...” and the people
respond with the doxology. The doxology is not found in the
Bible, but it is very ancient. It was first found in The Dida-
che, also called “The Teaching of the Twelve Apostles,”
which dates probably from about the year AD 90. It was a
letter of instruction to early converts to Christianity. Protes-
tantism dates only to the 16th century, so the doxology is
actually a Catholic prayer. Some scholars and the cate-
chism (#2760) indicate that the doxology was connected to
the celebration of the Eucharist and was not used apart
from it.

Remember, both the Lord’s Prayer and the Eucharist
were part of the “mysteries of faith,” things taught only to
believers. Ironically, a remnant of a prayer used during the
celebration of the Eucharist has comes to be used widely
by many Christian churches that do not celebrate the Eu-
charist! Truth is indeed stranger than fiction!
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ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH DIRECTORY
6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637
Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470
Rectory Fax: (313) 884-4276
E-mail : stmatthew27@aol.com
Website: www.stmatthewdetroit.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Duane R. Novelly ~ Pastor
Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director
David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist

CLERICAL STAFF
Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary
Gloria Bermudez ~ Bookkeeper

PARISH COUNCIL
John Dunstone ~ President
Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair
Patricia Camazzola, Bryan Jones,
David Smydra ~ Members at Large
Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives

PARISH FINANCIAL COUNCIL
BILL ZUERBLIS ~ CHAIR
MARY ANN BOLONE, JOHN DUNSTONE, JEFF SMITH,
GARY STARK ~ MEMBERS

PARISH ORGANIZATION
Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service

WEEKEND/WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Reconciliation By Appointment
Holydays 9:00 a.m.

Please remember those in our parish and in our
families who are sick or in need of our prayers.

Anthony Mastronardi Kathy Bush
Stephanie Smith Richard Goll
Janet Law Tim Fitzgerald
Laura Alix Kristen Freiburger
Jo Marie Nardi Joanne Papineau
Anthony Crimaudo Elsa Camazzola
Rosemary Schoolcraft William Walker IV
Tiffany Gelle Nancy Clemons
Robert Stark Cathy D’Agostini
Pauline Williams Madeline Jozwiak
Eloise Parker

Herb and Jeanne Damman

Sarah Wagner

Lolita Dorado

Albert Fajardo

Eduardo Fajardo

Aurora Guinto

Jesse Ocampo

Mary Spansky

Mike Dulapa




Ministers, Lectors, and Serbers

LECTORS SERVERS
Saturday, February 12, 2022, 4:30 p.m.
Dan McBride Bruce Campbell

Sunday, February 13, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
William Zuerblis Lauren Gross
Julia Zuerblis

Mass Schedule

Saturday, February 5 - Vigil: 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, February 6 - 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time

10:00 a.m. - Helen Rice (30th Anniv), Winnifred Tobin (53rd
Anniv)

Monday, February 7 -

Tuesday, February 8 - St. Jerome Emiliani, St. Josephine
Bakahita, Virgin

9:00 a.m. - For Refugee and Migrant Families

Wednesday, February 9 -
9:00 a.m. — For Healthcare Workers and First Responders

Thursday, February 10 - St. Scholastica, Virgin

Friday, February 11 - Our Lady of Lourdes
9:00 a.m. - For an End to the COVID-19 Pandemic

Saturday, February 12 - Vigil: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, February 13 - 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 a.m. - For the DeLisi Family




WE'RE HIRING

BE YOURSELF. BRING YOUR PASSION.
* Paid Training

* Some Travel

* Work-Life Balance

e Full-Time with Benefits

* Serve Your Community

[Bi

www.4lpi.com/careers

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com

SERVING THE

COMMUNITY FOR
OVER A CENTURY

SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS! A.H. PETERS

FUNERAL HOME

Grosse Pointe Woods
20705 Mack Avenue ® 313-884-5500
Warren
32000 Schoenherr ® 586-293-8030

ahpeters.com

@

Fert-Scape, Inc.

Fertilizer and Landscape
Contracting

13335 15 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012

CHAMPS

ROTISSERIE & SEAFOOD
DiINE IN + CARRY-OuT
CATERING

313-886-7755
20515 Mack Avenue
Grosse Pointe Woods

7 Days A Week 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM
~ Available with Door Dash/Grub Hub ~

LET US
PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE.

(586) 565-1077
LICENSED & INSURED
éﬁ MASTER PLUMBER
WA WORK
1U£ING
WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts
24 Hr. Emergency Service

313-558-8757

| $20 OFF ANY SERVICE |

Elite Driving
School

23804 Harper Avenue
Between 9 & 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, Ml 48080

586-778-4934

STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED
AND CERTIFIED ROAD TESTING BY
ELITE DRIVING SCHOOL

www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Richard Brogna
to place an ad today!

rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120

Welcome Back to Mass

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

4-D-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

1= 1 -

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

Authorized
ADT Provider

SafeStreets

1-855-225-4251

14-0308



