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Readings for the Week of June 20, 2021 
 

Sunday: Jb 38:1, 8-11/ Ps 107:23-24, 25-26, 28-29, 30
   -31 [1b]/2 Cor 5:14-17/Mk 4:35-41 
Monday: Gn 12:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20 and 22 [12]/
   Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: Gn 13:2, 5-18/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5 [1b]/ 
   Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 15:1-12, 17-18/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 
   [8a]/Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday: Vigil: Jer 1:4-10/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15, 17  
   [6b]/1 Pt 1:8-12/Lk 1:5-17 
  Day: Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15  
   [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Friday: Gn 17:1, 9-10, 15-22/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [4]/ 
   Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday: Gn 18:1-15/Lk 1:46-47, 48-49, 50 and 53, 54-
   55 [cf. 54b]/Mt 8:5-17 
Next Sunday: Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11,12, 
   13 [2a]/2 Cor 8:7, 9, 13-15/Mk 5:21-43 or 
   5:21-24, 35b-43 

12th Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

 

     As we look at our lives and 
world events, do we ever find our-
selves wondering if God is sleep-
ing? After all, maybe God’s pa-
tient, unconditional love has run its 
course and He is finally fed up 
with humanity’s reluctance to ac-

cept the truth about who we are. God really can’t be that patient! 
All throughout human history, many have prayed to God for in-
tervention or for particular needs. Because their prayers were not 
answered in the way they wanted or anticipated, they felt that 
God may have abandoned them. Were they right? It seems that 
we are continuing, at a rapid rate, down a path of destruction. Do 
you not care, God, that we may be perishing? When the boats of 
our lives are rocking and the seas tumultuous, we want to know 
that we have God’s attention. Even more so, we want God’s inter-
vention. 
 Maybe the storms and the waves are necessary. If we listen, 
they can teach us valuable lessons. Without them, we would nev-
er learn that we have the strength to endure, understand the use-
lessness of fear and worry, or develop the ability to really trust. If 
God immediately rushed in and simply calmed things down be-
fore they got difficult, what good would that really be? We would 
miss opportunities to learn how to drink more deeply of life, 
treasure its complexity, irony, and beauty and fully engage our-
selves in surrendering to the love of our Creator. It is easy to walk 
on the surface of life without immersing ourselves in its messi-
ness. Life has to burn its way through us in order to bring us to a 
place of secure trust. It’s unfortunate that some prefer a shallower 
journey. 
 That’s the balancing act that comes with faith. It is not God’s 
job to prevent us from encountering the torrential rains and winds 
of life. Many believe that if faith is done the right way, that God 
will provide for smooth sailing.  That’s not how it works.  God 
permits us to ride out the difficult stuff knowing that the storm 
will eventually be calmed. Do we not have faith that God will do 
this? True faith trusts in the steadfastness of God’s love when the 
seas are calm and when they are choppy. God’s unconditional 
loving presence shines through all of it and endures forever. 
Knowing this allows us to put our boats out into unchartered wa-
ters without hesitation.  Knowing that we prefer the comfort and 
safety of what we know to be still waters, how do we feel when 
Jesus says, “Let us cross to the other side”? 

Feast Day, June 22nd 
 

 The US Council of Catholic Bishops has chosen as its 
patrons, Sts. Thomas More and Bishop John Fisher.  
 Sts. Thomas More and John Fisher were Renaissance 
men.  Talented and energetic, they contributed to the hu-
manist scholarship of early modern England.  More wrote 
theological and philosophical treatises, while making a ca-
reer as a lawyer and government official.  Bishop John Fish-
er worked as an administrator at Cambridge, confronted 
the challenge Martin Luther presented to Christian Europe, 
and most importantly served as Bishop of Rochester.  As a 
bishop, he is notable for his dedication to preaching at a 
time when bishops tended to focus on politics.  These men 
were brilliant.  They both corresponded with Erasmus, who 
helped Bishop Fisher learn Greek and Hebrew, and who also 
famously referred to More as a “man for all seasons.” 
 Above all their accomplishments, these men bore wit-
ness to a deep faith in Christ and his Church.  More consid-
ered joining religious life and was assiduous in his devotion-
al practices.  As a married man, he committed himself whol-
ly to his vocation as a father.  At the time, disciplinary 
practices with children tended to be severe, but More’s 
children testify to his warmth, patience, and generosity. 
 St. John Fisher was a model shepherd and demonstrat-
ed remarkable humility.  He remained in the small Diocese 
of Rochester his entire episcopal ministry, devoting himself 
to his local church rather than seeking promotion to a larg-
er, more powerful diocese. 
 More and Fisher are well-known for opposing King Hen-
ry’s divorce.  Ultimately, it was their refusal to sign an oath 
of supremacy that led them to be executed.  King Henry 
VIII claimed to be the supreme head of the Church in Eng-
land, asserting sovereign power over English Chris-
tians.  Neither Fisher nor More could abide this claim, and 
their steadfastness to their consciences put them in con-
flict with the king.  They were convicted of treason. 
 It is good to love one’s country, but ultimate loyalty is 
due only to Christ and his kingdom.  Sts. Thomas More and 
John Fisher show us what faithful citizenship looks 
like.  They loved and served their country.  In the moments 
just before his execution, More is said to have stated, “I 
die the King’s good servant, but God’s first.”  They never 
rose up to incite rebellion or foment revolution.  They were 
no traitors.  But when the law of the king came into conflict 
with the law of Christ, they submitted to Christ.  These 
men gave their lives for the freedom of the Church and for 
freedom of conscience.  They bear witness to the truth 
that no government can make a claim on a person’s soul.   
 May their example continue to illuminate the path for 
us, as we seek to faithfully serve our Church and country. 
We ask for the intercession of Sts. Thomas More and John 
Fisher, that we too would be good servants to our country,      
but God’s first! 



CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ 
 

 The Catholic Services Appeal is an annual 
campaign that raises funds for Archdiocese of Detroit 
ministries, programs and services that benefit all the faithful in 
southeast Michigan. This archdiocesan-wide campaign communi-
cates that the local Church extends beyond the parish. 
 Our campaign here at St. Matthew continues until May 2022. 
Our goal from the diocese is set at $17,822; however, the Finance 
and Parish Councils have approved and established an internal 
goal for St. Matthew Parish of $36,000.  In the past two years, an 
internal goal has been set, and parishioners have responded with 
much generosity, even exceeding expectations. 
 Our motto for our CSA effort will be “one for you and one 
for me.” Remember! This is how we learned to share in our 
childhood.  At St. Matthew’s, it will mean “one dollar for the 
diocese and one dollar for St. Matthew Parish.” 
 We urge you to again be generous, responding prayerfully to 
the CSA this year making it another success for St. Matthew Par-
ish. 

  

To all our Fathers, Daddies, Papas, 
Grandfathers, Grandpas, and Great-Grandfathers 

 

~ A Blessing ~ 
 

God our Father, 
In your wisdom and love you made all things. 

Bless these men, 
that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 

Grant that we, their sons and daughters, 
may honor them always 

with a spirit of profound respect. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings 

 

 Saturday, June 19, 4:30 pm, and Sun-
day, June 20, 10 am Masses respectively – 
We Celebrate Father’s Day 

 

 Saturday, June 26, 4:30 pm, and Sun-
day, June 27, 10 am Masses respectively - 
Peter’s Pence Collection 

ST. JOSEPH NOVENA FOR FAMILIES 
 

 If you are an e-subscriber to the AoD publication, 
“Unleash the Gospel,” you have an opportunity to partici-
pate in a special novena to St. Joseph.  Please check your 
issues of June 2, 9, and 16, for instructions on how you and 
your family can participate.  To sign up, fill out the form below 
the AoD’s article.   
 This is a special novena for families that calls on the inter-
cession of St. Joseph. For nine consecutive days starting to-
day, Sunday, June 20, you will receive a prayer prompt that 
reflects on different titles of St. Joseph. There is also a space 
to include any specific intentions for your family. The goal of 
this novena is to help the domestic Church flourish through 
families praying to grow closer to God and one another.  
 This year has been designated the Year of St. Joseph by 
Pope Francis. This novena provides us an opportunity to ask 
him to pray for our specific intentions, our universal needs as 
families, and our desire to grow in holiness. 

 
 
 

 
May he rest in the peace of Christ 

both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

William (Bill) Solomon 
Husband of Jean 

 

Father to Daughters, 
Karrie and Kelly 

 

May the Lord bring comfort and healing 
to his family and friends. 

~ CONGRATULATIONS ~  
to 

JOHN AND VICKI TOTH 
on their 

35th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY! 
 

May God bless you as you continue your life together! 
 

Peter’s Pence Collection 
 

 Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collec-
tion, a way to support the Universal Church and the work 
of the Holy see, including helping Pope Francis with the 
funds to carry out his charitable works. These works 
benefit our brothers and sisters on the margins of soci-
ety, including victims of war, oppression, and disasters.   
 The Greek Island of Lesbos is a critical entry point 
into Europe for refugees fleeing the wars in Syria and 
Afghanistan. In May 2019, Cardinal Konrad Krajewski, 
acting on behalf of Pope Francis, gave 100,000 euros to  
Caritas Hellas to help with the urgent needs of the mi-
grants. Such efforts are made possible by your contri-
butions.  Please be generous in this important work.  En-
velopes are in the pews for your use. 

A Family Perspective       by Bud Ozar 
 

 On this Father’s Day, it is interesting that we call the 
first person of the Trinity, Father. Our dads help us under-
stand God as Father in the way they love, protect, teach, 
discipline, and spend time with us. What an awesome re-
sponsibility, to be the window through which children view 
God. 



 

Anthony Mastronardi 
Stephanie Smith 
Janet Law 
Laura Alix 
Betty Leone 
Jo Marie Nardi 
Anthony Crimaudo 
Rosemary Schoolcraft 
Tiffany Gelle 
Robert Stark 
Pauline Williams 
Eloise Parker 
Herb and Jeanne Damman 
Doreen Redman 
Sarah Wagner 
Nenette Ferreria 
Lolita Dorado 
Albert Fajardo 
Eduardo Fajardo 
Aurora Guinto 

Jesse Ocampo 
Mary Spansky 
Marie Kane 
Mike Dulapa 
Kathy Bush 
Sue Allasio 
Richard Goll 
Tim Fitzgerald 
Kristen Freiburger 

Please remember those in our parish and in our 
families  who are sick or in need of our prayers. 
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6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637 

Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470  
Rectory Fax:    (313) 884-4276 

 E-mail :  stmatthew27@aol.com 
Website:  www.stmatthewdetroit.com 
Office Hours:  Monday through Friday 

10:30 a.m. to 5:00  p.m. 
  

Rev. Duane R. Novelly  ~  Pastor 
Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director 

David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist 
  

C,$'()", S!"-- 
Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary 

Gloria Bermudez  ~ Bookkeeper 
 

P"'(&# C*/0)(, 
John Dunstone ~ President  

Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair 
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair 

Patricia Camazzola, Bryan Jones,  
David Smydra ~ Members at Large 

Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives 
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Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service 
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service 
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Saturday                                                                    4:30  p.m. 
Sunday                                                                    10:00  a.m. 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday                                   9:00  a.m. 
Reconciliation                                                  By Appointment 
Holydays                                                                   9:00  a.m.                        
                                                                                  7:00  p.m. 



Ministers, Lectors, and Servers 
 

 LECTORS  SERVERS 
Saturday, June 26, 2021, 4:30 p.m. 

Bruce Campbell                               Ian Campbell  
Sunday, June 27, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

William Zuerblis                                       Lauren Gross 
              Julia Zuerblis        

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, June 19 - Vigil: 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 p.m. - John and Vicki Toth (35th Wedding Anniv) 
 
Sunday, June 20 - 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m. - Chuck Schuster, August Kaminski, Maximo Fajardo, 

Jr. (1st Anniv), Bobby Hanshaw, William Walker 
IV, Jacob Crippen 

 
Monday, June 21 - St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious 
 
Tuesday, June 22 - St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John 

Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 
9:00 a.m. - For the Poor and Needy in our Community 
 
Wednesday, June 23 - 
9:00 a.m. – For Refugee and Migrant Families 
 
Thursday, June 24 - Nativity of St. John the Baptist 
 
Friday, June 25 -  
9:00 a.m. - For an End to the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
Saturday, June 26 - Vigil: 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:30 p.m. - John P. Langan (8th Anniv) 
 
Sunday, June 27 - 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
10:00 a.m. - Joseph Petrylka, For an Increase in Vocations to the 

Priesthood and Consecrated Life 

O GOD OUR CREATOR, 
from your provident hand, we have received 

our right to life, liberty, and the  
pursuit of happiness. 

You have called us as your people and given us 
the right and the duty to worship you,  

the only true God, and your son, Jesus Christ. 
 We ask you to bless us in our vigilance for the 

gift of religious liberty. 
Give us the strength of mind and heart to readily 
defend our freedoms when they are threatened; 

give us courage in making our voices heard  
on behalf of the rights of your Church  

and the freedom of conscience of all people of faith. 
 

Grant, we pray O heavenly Father, 
a clear and united voice to all your  

sons and daughters gathered in your Church 
in this decisive hour in the history of our nation,  

so that, with trial withstood and  
every danger overcome, for the sake  
of our children, our grandchildren,  

and all who come after us,  
this great land will always be  

“one nation, under God, indivisible,  
with liberty and justice for all.” 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

In honor of St. Thomas More,  
Patron of Religious Freedom 
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Grosse Pointe Woods
20705 Mack Avenue • 313-884-5500

Warren
32000 Schoenherr • 586-293-8030

ahpeters.com

Jim’s 
Collision Shop
Complete Body • Mechanical

Glass • Free Loaner Cars

DETROIT
313-882-5400 
16651 Harper

www.jimscollision.net

Fert-Scape, Inc.
Fertilizer and Landscape 

Contracting

13335 15 Mile Road
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012 
(586) 565-1077

LICENSED & INSURED 
MASTER PLUMBER

WaterWorkPlumbing.com
Senior Discounts 

24 Hr. Emergency Service

$20 OFF ANY SERVICE

313-558-8757

Elite Driving 
School

586-778-4934
STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED  

AND CERTIFIED ROAD TESTING BY 
ELITE DRIVING SCHOOL

www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com

23804 Harper Avenue
Between 9 & 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

Contact Richard Brogna to place an ad today! 
rbrogna@4LPi.com or (848) 225-5120

 ROTISSERIE & SEAFOOD
Dine In • Carry-Out 

Catering
313-886-7755

20515 Mack Avenue 
Grosse Pointe Woods

7 Days A Week 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM
~ Available with Door Dash/Grub Hub ~


