HHY OF THE LORD

- ._Iﬁey were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on
entering the house they saw the child with Mary
- his mother. They prostrated themselves and did
'- him homage. - Mt 2:10-11a

Excerpts from the Lectianarny for hass £2001, 1998, 1970 CCD




Readings for the week of January 5, 2020

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf.
11)/ Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: 1Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday: 1Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11}/
Mk 6:45-52

Thursday: 1Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17
[cf. 11])/Lk 4:14-22a

Friday: 1Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20

[12a)/ Lk 5:12-16

Saturday: 1Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and

9b [cf. 4a)/dn 3:22-30
Next Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/
Acts 10:34-38/Mt 3:13-17

The Epiphany of the Lord

We may walk many roads when
we search for God, and He leads us all
the while. The men we honor today
were not Jews. The Messiah wasn’t
coming for them, not in the minds of
Jesus’ contemporaries. These men
were astrologers. They were adept at
reading portents in the sky, a practice
condemned in the Mosaic covenant. Still, to the best of their
knowledge and awareness, they were seeking the truth. This truth
led them to journey from their own homeland to honor a king
they’d never met, one they couldn’t be sure truly existed. “‘We
saw his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.’”
Who do you know seeks God so tenaciously?

“Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem,” the Gospel
tells us. Who are the seekers in your own life? Maybe it’s your
cautiously curious co-worker, the neighbor who unexpectedly
found peace on a yoga retreat, or your desperately angry child
who has chosen, for now, to go their own way. Perhaps they’re
not overtly headed for Jesus now, not yet. But they may well be
seekers of truth in ways we didn’t expect. Our invitation is to
listen, inquire, and give directions when appropriate.

The magi and modern-day seekers can inspire us as
well. When is the last time you sought God’s truth so tenacious-
ly? As believers, it can perhaps be easy to become desensitized to
the Christmas season and to the miraculous reality we recently
celebrated. Mass may have been lovely, but so was the succulent
roast beef, the crisp smell of evergreen, and the warm glow of
family. Consider asking yourself, “God, do I know you as well as
I should? Would I journey as far as the magi to meet You, if I
could? Do I journey to meet You daily in prayer? What do those
answer say about me, and about our relationship?” Perhaps we,
like the magi, can once again be “overjoyed” at seeing the Light
of the World.

Christmas Journeying

The Three Wise Men travel from Persia, Arabia, and Ethio-
pia to follow a star brighter than any other and that moved by
itself among the stars. This is the first Christmas journeying
that wonderfully impacts the Nativity of Christ. In the weeks
before Christ’s birth, the Virgin Mary, great with child, with her
espoused husband, St. Joseph, also journeyed to go from
Nazareth to Bethlehem, the City of David, because St. Joseph
was of the house of David. This was in order to be taxed that
year by the Roman authorities. This is the second Christmas
journeying that so wonderfully impacts the Nativity of Christ.

And on the night that Christ is born, the shepherds in the
fields of the nearby country-side were watching over their
flocks when an Angel of the Lord from Heaven came to say,
“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
City of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord........ You will find
Him wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of Heavenly Host
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”

Are we on a journey? Are we willing to be awake in vigil, or
drawing near to Bethlehem with our hearts and minds away
from the bustle and tinsel of the world. To come to Christ
means that we must be awake, aware, yearning and traveling
towards Him; and small as we may be, we will be welcome to
see Him in the cave, in the manger, and in our hearts, for then
Christ will truly be born in us.
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A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Today’s Gospel tells us “all Jerusalem™ was upset be-
cause “King Herod was deeply troubled.” A similar ripple
effect happens in families; one person’s negative attitude
can affect the whole family. If you want a peaceful and joy-
ful home, it must start with you. Be peaceful and joyful!

The Twelve Days of Christmas

In England in the Middle Ages, the time between
Christmas Day and the Epiphany was a period of contin-
uous feasting and merrymaking which climaxed on the
Twelfth Night, the traditional end of the Christmas Sea-
son. In Tudor England, Twelfth Night itself was forever
solidified in popular culture when William Shakespeare
used it as a setting for one of his most famous plays,
which was titled “Twelfth Night.” And often a Lord of
Misrule was chosen to lead the Christmas revelry.

Some traditions were adapted from the older pagan
customs, including the Roman Saturnalia and the Ger-
man Yuletide.

The early North American colonists brought their
version of the Twelve Days over from England, and
adapted them to their new country, adding their own vari-
ations. The modern Christmas wreath may have originat-
ed with these colonists as they fashioned home-made
wreaths of greenery adding fruits and ribbons. They
would remain hung on each home’s front door beginning
on Christmas Night, the first night of Christmas, through
the Twelfth Night or Epiphany morning. As was the tra-
dition in their native England, all decorations would be
taken down by Epiphany morning and the remainder of
the feasting dinner would be consumed. A special cake,
the king cake, was also baked then for celebrating the
Feast of the Epiphany.




St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings

Sunday, January 5, following the 10 am
Mass - Hospitality Sunday

Tuesday, January 7, 6 pm - Finance
Council Meeting, Rectory Conference Room
(Tentative)

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
HELPED DECORATE THE CHURCH
FOR THE CHRISTMAS SEASON

Mary Ann Bolone Mary Adams
Bl Theresa, and Julia Z uerblis
John, Liz, Patrick, and Mary Elizabeth Dunstone
Brian Scott Bob Lavoy
Jerry Mielke Keith Arcicovich
_Joln, Julie, Mavrella, and Jacob Plazza
pavid and Lynin Gross Ed Comiskey
Dlck and Bev Goll Laurie Striebel
Derek Smith Cory Fullilove
wnder the Divection of Father Duane Novelly

THE CHURCH WAS BEAUTIFUL AND
WELCOMING TO ALL OUR PARISHIONERS
AND VISITORS!
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FAITH

The Good News proclaimed by the angels
one holy night in Bethlehem
continues to bring hope and light.

May we be witnesses of this hope and light
as we walk in unwavering faith.

Together, we join those who have gone
before us following the Christmas star.

For even when we cannot see,
we will walk by faith,
unafraid of the darkness.

CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ

Permanent Diaconate - Men discerning a
call to the permanent diaconate can attend an
information night at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in De-
troit on Tuesday, January 7.

Permanent deacons play an important role in the life of
the church and in parishes across the Archdiocese of De-
troit. Attendees will learn about the application process and
requirements for entering formation for the permanent diac-
onate.

The CSA supports men studying for the permanent di-
aconate at Sacred Heart Major Seminary and funds the
work of the archdiocesan Office for Clergy and Consecrat-
ed Life and the Permanent Deacon Formation Team, which
coordinate diaconal ministry and formation.

For more information about CSA-funded ministries,
programs, and services, please go to aod.org.

Christmas Flower Offerings
Donated on Behalf of These Loved Ones

In Memory of:
Joseph A. Wilk Beverly Witkowski
Frank & Mary Dedenbach Bill Redman
Michael Rose Clarence & Mary Merlo

Richard & Shirley Goll  Mr. & Mrs. John C. Beamer
Master Dionte Adrian Beamer
Members of the Aluia & Cipriano Families
Master Brandon Beamer Miss Desiree Miller
Mr. James Neal Beamer

In Honor of:
Doreen Redman Krause Family
Guilbault and Gould Families
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ST. MATTHEW’S PARISH DIRECTORY
6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637
Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470
Rectory Fax: (313) 884-4276
E-mail : stmatthew27@aol.com
Website: www.stmatthewdetroit.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Duane R. Novelly ~ Pastor

Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director
Joe Balistreri ~ Saturday Organist
David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist

CLERICAL STAFF
Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary
Gloria Bermudez ~ Bookkeeper

PARISH COUNCIL
John Dunstone ~ President
Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair
Patricia Camazzola-Godoshian,
Bryan Jones, David Smydra ~ Members at Large
Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives

PARISH ORGANIZATION
Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service

WEEKEND/WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 9:00 a.m.
Reconciliation By Appointment
Holydays 9:00 a.m.

7:00 p.m.

Please remember those in our parish and in our
families who are sick or in need of our prayers.

Chuck Schuster
Lolita Dorado
Albert Fajardo
Virginia Fajardo
Madeline O’Neill
Kurt Beghuyn
Sebastiano Stellino
Teresita Covacha
Richard Gargulinski
Joe Petrylka

Roger Sharpe
Nenette Ferreria
Anthony Mastronardi
Eduardo Fajardo
Kathy Bush

Glenda Johnson
Stephanie Smith
Janet Law

Laura Alix

Betty Leone

Michelle Harter

Jo Marie Nardi
Thomas Bingham
David Beaupre
Kenneth Beaupre
Anthony Crimaudo
Thomas Giles
Rosemary Schoolcraft
Tiffany Gelle
Robert Stark
Pauline Williams
Bill Solomon

John Allman
Eloise Parker
Kelly Kranson
Herb Damman
John Reinhardt




Ministers, Lectors, and Serbers

EUCHARISTIC

MINISTERS LECTORS SERVERS
Saturday, January 11, 2020, 4:30 p.m.

Janet Bielman Julie Smith Lauren Smith

Sunday, January 12, 2020, 10:00 a.m.

Marilyn Lynn Liz Foley-Dunstone Jermaine Donaldson
Keith Arcicovich Lauren Gross
Beverly Goll Julia Zuerblis

Veronica Obianwu
Greg Redman
Jean Solomon
Kristen Stark

Mass Schedule

Saturday, January 4 - Viqil: Feast of the Epiphan
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, January 5 - Feast of the Epiphan

10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark, Mary Noreen Kaminski, George
Kaminski, Veronica Kaminski, Casimir
Kleinsmith, Domenico D’Anna

Monday, January 6 - St. Andre Bessette, Religious

Tuesday, January 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest
9:00 a.m. - For the Sick, Suffering, and Dying

Wednesday, January 8 -
9:00 a.m. — For Military Families

Thursday, January 9 -

Friday, January 10 -
9:00 a.m. - For the Legal Protection of Unborn Children

Saturday, January 11 - Viqil: Baptism of the Lord
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish

Sunday, Baptism of the Lord
10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark, The Zilinski Family

THERE IS NO
BETTER WOOD FOR
FEEDING THE FIRE

OF GOD'S LOVE
THAN THE WOOD
OF THE CROSS

St. Ignatius of Loyola




Avis Ford ©@

“The Dealership with the ®”
TIMYINGER, Used Car Sales, Parishioner
29200 Telegraph Rd. at 12 Mile * Southfield, MI 48034
Direct: (248) 226-2557 » Cell: (313) 575-8640

tim.yinger@avisford.com * www.avisford.com

In Memory
of
Dick PINT

PLUMERAL HURE
shpsaracam

Jim’s Collision Shop

Complete Body « Mechanical
Glass « Free Loaner Cars

DETROIT
313-882-5400 - 16651 Harper
www.jimscollision.net

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

1935-1999
HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

With 3 home s=curity systam nenitored by ADT
profoasianals 290 haurs odoy, 7 davs awook ‘3]»
Az an zddac bereht, irstalling 3 Sacorily Systar may | EJML SECURITY 1LaM

nuality vau tor = Homeowners Insoraee discount,

CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

Fert-Scape, Inc.

Fertilizer and Landscape Contracting

13335 15 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012
(586) 565-1077

" .| SHAMESIE BUSINESS HERE

ROTISSERIE ¢ SEAFOOD

parishioner Attomey at Lawl 1y, g Tn + CARRY-OUT + CATERING
Family Law * Criminal Law 313-886-7755 Contact Larry Burgett to place an ad today!
Drunk Driving * Medical Malpractice | | 20515 Mack Ave. « Grosse Pointe Woods Iburgett@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6268

734-324-5755 Hours: Mon-Sat: 11:30a - 10p « Sun: Noon - 10p
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HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

f With =2 home szeurity systam nonitored by AT
,'-' S viviano.com profoasiaqals 240 haurs adoy, 7 days awiock ‘313
IAND z,  SOVIVIANO A an zdded berehl, i stalling a Sacorty Systar mey 1 ML SEELAITY TL0M
(,& o ﬂ;f : Family owned nuAality wau tor = Homeowners InsuraIce discount,
Serving Metro Detroit Yo
weall of ek eleti : CALL NOW! 1-888-331-6501

Elite Driving School PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE
23804 Harper Ave. * Between 9 & 10 Mile Rd. MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM

St. Clair Shores, MI 48080 $ 2 9. 95/MO »

586-778-4934
BILLED QUARTERLY

STATE OF MICHIGAN APPROVED AND CERTIFIED
CALL NOW! 1.877.801.7772

ROAD TESTING BY ELITE DRIVING ScHOOL
www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com WWW.24-TMEDALARM.COM

catholicmatch
Michigan

_ CatholicMatch.com/MI |

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

@ 4-D-5-4 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 « www.4lpi.com 14-0308



