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The Epiphany of the Lord

Readings for the week of January 6, 2019
Sunday:

Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12
Monday:
1 Jn 3:22—4:6/Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a [8ab]/
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18/Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13 [cf. 11]/
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 Jn 4:19—5:4/Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17
[cf. 11]/Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 [12a]/
Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a and 9b
[cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22-30

Feast of the Epiphany
"Behold, magi from the
east arrived in Jerusalem, saying 'Where is the newborn king
of the Jews? We saw his star at
its rising and have come to do
him homage.'" How strange to
journey so far for perhaps so
little. Of course the magi go to
the capitol city. Of course they
entreat with King Herod. Of
course this is where they expect newborn royalty to be. But where
is the child? "In Bethlehem of Judea," the scribes say. And so the
magi go on to what is yet another Christmas miracle.
We don't know where the magi met the Christ Child, but it
cannot have been lavish. Perhaps it was the stable. Perhaps it was
a small hovel Joseph had found to wait out the census. But it
would have been the home of a laborer, worn and threadbare.
Here, in this unassuming abode, the magi are still
"overjoyed...they prostrated themselves and did him homage."
Have you ever gotten to the end of a great work and found
the results to be underwhelming? How did you respond? Were
you disappointed or elated at God's providence and your upended
expectations? The magi journeyed hundreds of miles over treacherous terrain to pay homage to royalty they have seen prophesied
in the stars. They encountered an ordinary family displaced from
their home. This Sunday, the magi are an example for us. Can we
see God in the unexpected? Do we encounter Him in the person
who doesn't fit our expectations of propriety? Do we revere
Christ's presence in the poor? Or do we expect to meet God only
in places of honor and esteem? This week, ask God for the grace
to honor Him in the unexpected places and unassuming people.
He is waiting for you!

A Family Perspective

by Bud Ozar

After meeting Jesus, the Magi returned home by
“another way.” What in your family needs to be done
“another way?” Do you need “another way” to resolve differences, to communicate, or show affection? This is a new
year, time to change what isn’t working. Take a tip from
some wise men, there’s always “another way.”

"The Story of the Other Wise
Man" by Henry Van Dyke was first
published in 1895. It tells the fictional story of Artaban, a fourth
wise man who began a journey to
visit Jesus, the newborn King. Unlike his fellow Magi, he failed to
make it there for the birth of Jesus
because he kept pausing to help
various people in need. In fact, it
took him about 33 years of searching before his quest comes to an
abrupt end when he is hit in the
head with a falling roof shingle.
His final breath takes place in Jerusalem near the place where Jesus is
being crucified. As he lies dying,
he hears the voice of Jesus telling
him that the gifts he has given all
along the way to "the least of
these" he has actually given to Jesus himself.
If you have never read this story
or seen the made-for-television
movie based on the tale, you really
should seek it out. It is a story that
reminds us of a profound truth:
Jesus himself rests in the lives of
all those around us in need. In the
story, it was the wise man's constant response to a stewardship call that prevented him from getting
where he wanted to go. In the end, where he needed to go was more
significant than where he thought he should go.
If we live lives of generosity and graciousness, we may find ourselves on constant detours from the road on which we are traveling. It
is in the detours and the unexpected circumstances of our journey that
often times we find our true purpose in life. We think God is somewhere we must travel to, when in reality, God is closer than we think
in the least likely of places.

We consider Christmas as the encounter,
the great encounter, the historical encounter,
the decisive encounter, between God and mankind.
He who has faith knows this truly; let him rejoice.
(Pope Paul VI)

Wise Women Also Came!
Wise women also came.
The fire burned in their wombs long before
they saw the star in the sky.
They walked in shadows, trusting the path would open
under the light of the moon.
Wise women also came,
seeking no directions, no permission from any king.
They came by their own authority, their own desire,
their own longing.
They came in quiet, spreading no rumors,
sparking no fears to lead to innocent’s slaughter,
to their sister Rachel’s inconsolable lamentations.
Wise women also came,
and they brought useful gifts: water for labors’ washing,
fire for warm illumination, a blanket for swaddling.
Wise women also came,
at least three of them, holding Mary in the labor,
crying out with her in the birth pangs,
breathing ancient blessings into her ear.
Wise women also came,
and they went,
as wise women always do, home a different way.

St. Matthew Parish ~ Happenings
Monday, January 7, 6 pm - Jazz Nite
Committee Meeting, Rectory Conference
Room
Tuesday, January 8, 6 pm - Parish
Council Meeting, Rectory Conference Room
Wednesday, January 9, 6 pm Father Duane, RCIA Sacramental Class, St.
Clare of Montefalco Education Room

Christmas Flower Offerings
Donated on Behalf of These Loved Ones
In Memory of:
Frank & Mary Dedenbach
Michael Rose
Mr. John C. Beamer, III
Master Brandon Beamer

William Redman
Mr. & Mrs. John Beamer, Jr.
Master Dionte Beamer
Miss Desiree Miller

Thanks to all of you who remembered your special loved
ones and also to all of you who donated to the Christmas
Flower Fund in the amount of $1,203. Your generosity
helped to make our altar very beautiful during the
Christmas Season.

Our New Parishioners
Shannan McEachern Martinez
and daughters, Margaret and Eleanore.
We hope you grow in faith
as part of our parish community!

CSA Minute ~ Sharing Christ
Communications - Evangelization and
inspiration are only a podcast away in the
Archdiocese of Detroit! Be sure to tune into
Open Door Policy, a new podcast hosted by Father Steve
Pullis, director of the archdiocesan Department of Evangelization, Catechesis and Schools, and Danielle Center, a
parishioner at St. Augustine and St. Monica Parish in Detroit.
Each episode features guests from across the Archdiocese who are living as joyful missionary disciples. They
share their personal testimonies, their stories of encountering Jesus Christ, and their decisions to follow Him. They
also talk about Archbishop Allen Vigneron’s pastoral letter,
Unleash the Gospel.
Your CSA gifts help fund the ministries of the Communications Department, which also include public relations and CTND.
Prayer for Migrants and Refugees
Lord Jesus, when you multiplied the loaves and fishes,
you provided more than food for the body, you offered us
the gift of yourself, the gift which satisfies every hunger and
quenches every thirst! Your disciples were filled with fear
and doubt, but you poured out your love and compassion
on the migrant crowd, welcoming them as brothers and
sisters.
Lord Jesus, today you call us to welcome the members
of God’s family who come to our land to escape oppression, poverty, persecution, violence, and war. Like your
disciples, we too are filled with fear and doubt and even
suspicion. We build barriers in our hearts and in our minds.
Lord Jesus, help us by your grace:
· To banish fear from our hearts, that we may embrace
each of your children as our own brother and sister;
· To welcome migrants and refugees with joy and generosity, while responding to their many needs;
· To realize that you call all people to your holy mountain
to learn the ways of peace and justice;
· To share of our abundance as you spread a banquet
before us;
· To give witness to your love for all people, as we celebrate the many gifts they bring.
We praise you and give you thanks for the family you
have called together from so many people. We see in this
human family a reflection of the divine unity of the one Most
Holy Trinity in whom we make our prayer. Amen.
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6021 Whittier, Detroit 48224-2637
Rectory Office: (313) 884-4470
Rectory Fax: (313) 884-4276
E-mail : stmatthew27@aol.com
Website: www.stmatthewdetroit.com
Office Hours: Monday through Friday
10:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Duane R. Novelly ~ Pastor
Rick Cucchi ~ Music Minister / Choir Director
Joe Balistreri ~ Saturday Organist
David Troiano ~ Weekday Organist
C,$'()", S!"-Marilyn Lynn ~ Secretary
Denise Balogh ~ Bookkeeper
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John Dunstone ~ President
Bill Zuerblis ~ Financial Council Chair
Michael Dulapa ~ Evangelization Chair
Patricia Camazzola-Godoshian &
Bryan Jones ~ Members at Large
Sharon & Jerry Mielke ~ VPC Representatives
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Dennis Costello ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
Dan McBride ~ St. Vincent de Paul / Christian Service
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Saturday
4:30 p.m.
Sunday
10:00 a.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
9:00 a.m.
Reconciliation
By Appointment
Holydays
9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Please remember those in our parish and in our
families who are sick or in need of our prayers.
Chuck Schuster
Bienvenido Fajardo
Lolita Dorado
Rita Moroni
Albert Fajardo
Virginia Fajardo
Madeline O’Neill
Kurt Beghuyn
Laura Bush-Terry
Sebastiano Stellino
Allen McKee
Teresita Covacha
Richard Gargulinski
Joe Petrylka
Roger Sharpe
Nenette Ferreria
Dorothy Kurrie
Anthony Mastronardi
Eduardo Fajardo
Kathy Bush

Peggy Bates
Glenda Johnson
Daniel Adams
Robert Stark
Stephanie Smith
Alice Moceri
Janice Lafferty
Janet Law
Dan Lusch
Michelle DeLeauw
Jesse Ocampo
Mike Holster
Tim Fitzgerald
Larry Hamel
Jim Dubay
Jerry Legge

Ministers, Lectors, and Servers
EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS

LECTORS

SERVERS

Saturday, January 12, 2019, 4:30 p.m.
Janet Bielman
Julie Smith
Ian Campbell
Mary Bielman
Lauren Smith
Michelle VandenBrooks
Sunday, January 13, 2019, 10:00 a.m.
Marilyn Lynn
Bill Ridella
Cory Fullilove
Patti Adams
Mary Pocius
Beverly Goll
Julia Zuerblis
Debra Nieddu
Joseph Nieddu
Greg Redman
Kristen Stark

Mass Schedule
Saturday, January 5 - Vigil: Feast of the Epiphany
4:30 p.m. - Laura Bush Terry, Frank Amara
Sunday, January 6 - Feast of the Epiphany
10:00 a.m. - Judy Stark
Monday, January 7 - St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest
Tuesday, January 8 9:00 a.m. - For the Homeless and Marginalized in our City
Wednesday, January 9 9:00 a.m. – For our Military Families
Thursday, January 10 Friday, January 11 9:00 a.m. - For the Legal Protection of Unborn Children
Saturday, January 12 - Vigil: The Baptism of the Lord
4:30 p.m. - For the People of St. Matthew Parish
Sunday, January 13 - The Baptism of the Lord
10:00 a.m. - The Zilinski Family, Phyllis Nolan

In Memory
of
Dick Pint

Avis Ford

“The Dealership with the “

TIM YINGER, Used Car Sales, Parishioner

29200 Telegraph Rd. at 12 Mile • Southfield, MI 48034

Direct: (248) 226-2557 • Cell: (313) 575-8640
tim.yinger@avisford.com • www.avisford.com

Jim’s Collision Shop
Complete Body • Mechanical
Glass • Free Loaner Cars

DETROIT

1935-1999

313-882-5400 • 16651 Harper
www.jimscollision.net

Fert-Scape, Inc.
Fertilizer and Landscape Contracting

13335 15 Mile Rd
Sterling Heights, MI 48312

(586) 344-9012
(586) 565-1077

William O’leary
parishioner

Attorney at Law

Family Law • Criminal Law
Drunk Driving • Medical Malpractice

734-324-5755

ROTISSERIE

SEAFOOD

Dine In • Carry-Out • Catering

313-886-7755

20515 Mack Ave. • Grosse Pointe Woods
Hours: Mon-Th 4-10 • Fri-Sat 4-11 • Sun 3-10

Contact Lisa Mitchell to place an ad today!
lmitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6281

Elite Driving School
23804 Harper Ave. • Between 9 & 10 Mile Rd.
St. Clair Shores, MI 48080

586-778-4934

State of Michigan Approved and Certified
Road Testing by Elite Driving School

www.elitedrivingschoolscs.com

4-B-5-4

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com

14-0308

